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           January 24, 2023 

   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

              Idaho Freedom Caucus Co-Chair Sponsors “Education Freedom Act” 

 

Today Idaho Freedom Caucus Co-Chair Senator Tammy Nichols released the "Education 
Freedom Act."  

The Education Freedom Act will create Freedom in Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) for 
Idaho families with K-12th grade students. The Act will allow money to follow the student so 
parents can access the educational services and providers that work best for their children. 

Universal education choice opens doors and provides opportunities for Idaho students to 
escape a government education system that is not educating them.  

Ed News Report Card reveals Idaho’s third-grade reading performance has decreased yearly. 
Math scores have gotten worse, English Language Arts scores have stagnated, and Idaho still 
ranks 41st in graduation rates. Idaho education scores are falling or flat, even with record-
breaking amounts of public tax dollars pouring into government-run education. 

ESAs allow 80% of per-pupil STATE education dollars to follow Idaho students to an 
educational setting of their choice. ALL federal money AND 20% of the state money will stay 
with districts, thus debunking the myth that public schools will be defunded. 

With the passage of the Education Freedom Act, roughly $6,000 will follow the student and 
can be directed to education expenses like tuition or fees at a private school or for vocational 
education, textbooks, educational therapies, tutoring, curricula, supplementary materials, and 
tuition or fees at eligible postsecondary institutions. This freedom allows parents and kids to 
take advantage of an education that better suits their needs rather than a one-size-fits-all 
approach. 

This Act does not permit any government agency to exercise control or supervision over any 
nonpublic school or homeschooling. The Freedom Caucus is committed to fighting against any 
onerous regulations inserted into school choice bills. It will be guardians at the gate to fight 
against any regulations on homeschool families.  

Those opposed to universal school choice are making permanent the government school 
monopoly that can regulate private and home education at any time. Thus, the powerful 
education unions oppose ESAs and use fearmongering arguments to protect their empire at 
the expense of children and families.  

Idaho State Superintendent Critchfield states, “Parents have the right to choose the school 
that best meets their child's needs.” Education savings accounts will empower parents to 
direct their child's education funding toward the educational options meeting their needs. The 
Freedom Caucus invites the Governor, Superintendent Critchfield, and the legislature to join 
with parents and support true universal education freedom. Fund students, not systems. 
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